don't know what I wanted him to say. Very likely I
Should have admired him more if he had refused It and
set about planning some way of his own to get what
was needed. But he didn't mind. He was too much
of a schoolboy to see that when you accept tainted
money you accept something else too. "We'll fleece
the old devil," he said. "Time he was fleeced. We'll
spoil the Egyptians, what ?"
A$d so we turned to talk, interrupted by my jokes
and Richard's fits of giggles, of where we should live
and what furniture we should get with Andrew's
present. I proposed that instead of chairs we should
buy a set of commodes. Richard declared we must
have a piano at all costs, tclt lends tone to a flat/' he
said, "and besides, you want to practise your music.
You shall play me to sleep in the evening." Finding
3 flat, it seemed, wouldn't be difficult. Richard's sister
Barbara, now married to her penniless artist, was living
in one in Hampstead and there was a vacant set of
rooms, very cheap, in the same block. Richard would
see to that and I would meet Andrew again and get his
blessing, and his cheque.
A few days later my two men met and the bargain
was concluded. Neither of them thought of giving
me a week's rest before niy wedding. Up to the very
last I smiled and stripped and lay down with my two-
pound or three-pound or five-pound callers. The
night before the marriage I cried all night. I saw that
I was only walking from one kind of miserable con-
fusion, into another.
Andrew had bought me the black coat with the
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